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WILLIAM EDWARD 
MYER (1862-1923) of 
Carthage, Tennessee, was the 
state’s most significant and 
productive archaeologist in 
the early twentieth cen-
tury. Unfortunately, until 
now his monumental and previously unpub-
lished Stone Age Man in the Middle South manuscript—intended to be his 
magnum opus summarizing decades of observations regarding the archaeology of 
the upper and central Cumberland Valley—has been accessible to only a limited 
number of regional archaeologists for the better part of a century. These volumes 
make readily available for the first time both Myer’s Stone Age Man manuscript 
and an extended sampling of his other writings including his previously unknown 
Record of Relics No. 2, his personal inventory of his extensive (12,000+ items) col-
lection. This anthology of Myer’s work fills a long standing void in the literature 
of this region and is a “must have” addition to any library devoted to the prehis-
toric archaeology of Tennessee, the southeastern United States, and the study of 
Mississippian era chiefdom level societies. 

Like us on Facebook: Stone Age Man in the Middle South Book

Available at amazon.com: http://amzn.to/1uhalcH

Borgo Publishing is a full-service, independent book publisher in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. that offers a variety of book production options. With 30 years of book 
design experience, we keep on top of current trends in the industry to increase 
the market value of each book. For list of other Borgo Publishing books, please 
visit our website at www.borgopublishing.com.

For more information and to request a review copy, please contact
Kaitlin Goins, Public Relations Coordinator, kegoins@crimson.ua.edu, 
(256) 684-6996

ABOUT THE EDITOR

Donald B. Ball is a native 

of Middle Tennessee and 

holds a BS degree (1970) 

in history from Middle 

Tennessee State University, 

Murfreesboro, and a MA 

degree (1977) in anthropol-

ogy from the University of 

Tennessee, Knoxville. Don 

currently serves as editor of 

two regional journals, Ohio 
Valley Historical Archaeology 
and The Millstone: Journal 
of the Kentucky Old Mill 
Association.

borgo 
publishing
www.borgopublishing.com
borgogirl@bellsouth.net

205.454.4256



borgo 
publishing

CHIEFDOM ON THE CUMBERLAND
The History and Evolution of 
Middle Tennessee Archaeology

Donald B. Ball

Hardcover, 408 pages
First edition, 2015
ISBN 978-0990543152 

List Price: $55.00

Intended as a guide for advanced 
students and the interested public 
alike, this volume represents an 
extended personal inquiry into two 
interrelated topics: (1) the little-
known history and folklore of 
archaeological explorations in the 
central Cumberland Valley during the 19th century; and 
(2) what we have learned from both these early pioneering efforts and more modern 
studies with an emphasis on interpreting the social organization of the populous late 
prehistoric Native American culture—herein defined as the Cumberlandia chiefdom—
which formerly occupied this region. 
     Studies in Middle Tennessee archaeology undertaken prior to the days of the Great 
Depression have typically attracted only piecemeal attention. This book examines 
these and other early writings and merges their findings with modern research to fill 
a long-standing void in our knowledge of the history and evolution of archaeology in 
the Cumberland Valley. This volume’s copious footnotes, extensive bibliography, and 
detailed index in concert with the reprinting of a number of obscure early sources 
should greatly simplify the task of further examining the sometimes colorful but always 
informative body of literature relevant to this chiefdom level society.   
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